126.   NOTES

FROM THE BIG BROTHER

The reader will appreciate the following letter1 from Maulana
Shaukat AH to his son:

I do not think that I need add anything to the letter by way of
supplementary instructions. Besides laying down the instructions,
it serves another useful purpose. It sets at rest all doubts as to the
Brothers' attitude. I know that they are not implacable. They
are most reasonable but, thank God, they are also firm. They
will yield not an inch out of their weakness. They will yield every-
thing to reason. Being godfearing they are capable of entering
into their opponents' real difficulties. Given perfect sincerity in the
opponent and readiness to do the right and acknowledge the
wrong, no opponent need fear or distrust them. But to think of
placating Mussulmans without placating the Brothers is to attempt
to ignore Islam in India,

1 Not reproduced here. Writing from jail in Karachi, Shaukat Ali had des-
cribed conditions in jail, declared his determination to resist the humiliating
ones and had suggested the following instructions for workers going to jail:
"... I would suggest that all workers be told beforehand about the following:
1.    They must be courteous to all, especially  to  their fellow prisoners
and Indian warders who are weak and helpless   and made to do dirty work.
We must lift them up and give them real courage and teach them patriotism
and discipline. Along with this we must have full confidence in ourselves and
in our capacity for suffering.
2.    We must ask for clean food, clothing and bedding. But this is the least
important thing in my opinion. The more important things come later.
3.    We must do as much work as we can easily accomplish without detri-
ment to our health. If forced to do more than our strength or circumstances per-
mit, we can really retaliate by refusing to work, the only weapon in our hands
. . . We must teach this Government^ both outside the jail and inside afit, that it cannot
coerce or force us to do things against our wishes. . . . There are some very humiliating
practices which we must refuse to  perform:
(a)    Every evening all clothes are taken off and only in a little slip we show
that we have not concealed anything in our groins,
(b)   Jail parade, where you are made to do things which kill self-respect and,
in the name of discipline, humiliate you.
(c)    Paying the call of nature with many people round about you and a ward-
er watching you, and so forth.
(d)    Az&n must be openly said by each 5 times daily at prayer time [Whether
or no the jail a uthorities objects to this] . . .*'